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What another very successful period we have had. Congratulations 
to Dee our outstanding Secretary for securing Ann Widdecombe as 
our spring speaker. Ann’s Uncle served with Queens in North Africa 
during WW11 as Chaplain. We may not have heard much about 
Uncle Donald but listening to “Come dancing” stories was highly 
entertaining. Ann must be one of the best after meal speakers 
around. Then Lt Gen Jonathon Riley gave a brilliant talk on his time 
as the Brigade Commander sorting law and order in Sierra Leone. 
Do encourage Friends and wives to come to these lunches. 
 
During the year 5 Queens OMA had a very successful dinner at the 
Farnham Drill Hall and East Surrey’s at Whitely Village. Both were 
attended by over 100 Old and Bold. On 1st Nov we had the Queens 
Surrey Reunion for which over 100 arrived as well. Next year this 
event will be organised by FOSIM so enquiries direct to them 
please. 
 
FOSIM is now in the process of arranging a WW1 Battlefield Tour, 
7-10 May 14. Dee will be the Tour manager in conjunction with Holts 
Tours. The Tour will visit the main Queen’s and Surrey’s during 
1914.  See further in newsletter for details. The Tour is open to 
anyone who has worn any of our Regimental Cap Badges including 
wives. Friends are very welcome but they will have to pay a higher 
rate. 
 
Lastly, Armed Forces Week 2014 is going to be a busy time. On 
Sunday 22nd June the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment will be 
exercising the Freedom of Guildford. So please come and see 
them. 
 
May I wish you a very Happy Christmas and Good Health for 2014. 
 
 

 

 

Surrey Infantry 
Museum, Clandon 
Park, Guildford, 
Surrey, GU4 7RQ. 
Phone and fax:  
01483 223419               
email:  
fosim@btconnect.com 
Opening times from 
02 Nov 2013 
12.00 am – 16.00pm  
Tue,Wed,Thu only. 
Other by appt 
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David Dickins - MUSEUM MANAGEMENT and TRUSTEES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOSIM Membership - Dee Hutchison   
 

Membership remains stable but we are looking to increase this over the next 
year. A new application leaflet has been designed for the Friends and is 
available in the Museum for visitors to pick up 

 
Membership renewal was on 1st Jun 2013 and there have been a few 

members who still not paid their subs for this year so funds are necessary to 
maintain our standards for you. If you would like to change to standing order 
then please let me know. 

 
Email:  

We are using these for quick updates on the Museum and other events here 
at Clandon - so if you have an email address and have not provided it please 
do so. We do not pass your details on without prior permission. Also please 

advise when changed I am getting 10 bounce back per newsletter or email 
sent out 

 

The PWRR Museum Trustees met at Clandon in April and again at Dover a few days ago. 
You will be pleased to hear that the Surrey Infantry Museum has again come in £750 within 
budget, due in no small part to the contribution from FOSIM which amounted to over £2,000. 
Thank you, members, for helping us keep going and to Col Tony Ward your Chairman and in 
particular to Dee Hutchison who does all the work! 
 
The Regiment (PWRR) has set up a Heritage Committee to consider how to manage 
amongst other things, the future for their three Regimental Museums, us at Clandon, and the 
PWRR & Queens Museum at Dover Castle, now forming the two parts of the regimental 
Museums Trust, and the Royal Hampshire’s Museum in Winchester which is still self-
governing and self-financing with help from Winchester Council. The Committee’s first 
meeting took place last month and its report is awaited with interest. Meanwhile, The 
Regimental Secretary, Col Wayne Harber (now based at the Tower of London) represented 
us at the Army Museums Ogilvy Trust meeting in London, late October. 
 
The rump of Regimental Headquarters is in the process of moving to temporary 
accommodation in Leros Barracks in preparation for the closure and sale of Howe Barracks 
next year, and Steve Bream who acts as their Museums Secretary retires early next year, so 
a pretty complete change of venue and personalities at RHQ has taken place over the last 
year. For QRSR Reunion matters, following the sad death of Ron Harper, you should now 
contact Dee Hutchison at the Museum.  
 
Meanwhile 1 PWRR will remain at Paderborn and 2 PWRR at Woolwich, both preparing for 
their (hopefully) last Afghanistan tours. In the longer term, 2015/16, back in UK 1 PWRR will 
re-role to Armoured Infantry and 2 PWRR in the light role will go to Cyprus. 3 PWRR waits to 
see and respond to the full results of Government plans for the Reserves whilst continuing to 
send contingents abroad. 
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The Queens Royal Surrey Reunion at the Union Jack Club 

2014 Reunion 

The handling of this event will now pass to the Friends and will continue in 

force for next year. Date for diary next year is 7th November 2014. 

Application forms  and Tickets will come from Surrey Infantry Museum and 
all enquiries need to come to FOSIM at Clandon House address or email 

fosim@btconnect.com 

 

 

SHOP 
 
The Shop is now fully stocked with items for sale. Please let family and 
friends look at the shop list and see if you can fill the Christmas Stocking. 
There has been an increase in demand for as we move into the 1914 -18 
Remembrance period. 
 
If you want certain items before the Battlefield Tour then these must be 
ordered before March 2014. 
 
 
 
SHOP SALE 
 
Regimental Ice buckets for Queens Surreys have been reduced from £20.00 
to £10.00. There is no further discount on this. 
 
Please note also included with newsletter is the Shop catalogue and Price 
list. If you are purchasing Items over £3.00 and wish to have your Friends 
discount please annotate the Order forms or email accordingly for it to be 
applied. 
 
Friends Discount 
 
Please remember to bring your Friends membership card with you on your visits as 
this will give you the 10% discount in the Regimental Museum Shop. Minimum spend 
£3.00. Please make sure you also annotate you form as such as discounts will not be 

done at a later date 
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Artifacts received – Ian Chatfield 

 

   

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

What have the Volunteers been upto. 

The Volunteers are very busy researching items for the 1914 commemorative 

display. So far they have traced around 2000 soldiers of the original three 

battalions that were mobilized in August 1914 and failed to return home by 

Christmas 1914. This period of time was a severe devastation of the regular 

Battalion of soldiers. If anyone has any artifacts or historic notes from this very 

short period of time please could they let the museum know about them. 

Visitors’ numbers are slightly down on last year but that is reflective in the 

good weather that has been had. We had enjoyed the military displays in the 

lawns and these events have been highly attended. 
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WW1 Military Medal awarded to Sgt JA Johnson with accompanying 

medal group and a WW1 death Plague 

Silver Cigarette Case for CH Simmonds who was RSM of the 4th Bn Croydon 
during WW1. 
 
WW1 Medal Group for PTE  WC DUTCH East Surrey Regiment and Pte Farr – 
Royal Sussex Regt 
 

Silver Boxing cup of LCpl William Doncaster PTI 1st Battalion The Queens 

WW2 Military Medal, 1939,North Africa and Italy Star, Defence 
Medal and War medal has been received from Raymond Briggs 
(author) who presented us with his father in laws medals of Cpl G 
A Barron. They are now proudly displayed in the medal cabinets.  
 
The Citation for the MM reads:-  Cpl Barron took over command of 
a platoon when his platoon Sergeant was wounded and led it with 
great dash. Whilst on the Djebel Ang on 14th April 1943, he was in 
the forward platoon which was heavily attacked, mortared and 
machined gunned by the enemy. He kept his platoon intact under 
this heavy fire and repelled every frontal attack, while the Coy 
worked around the flanks. He retained his position under heavy 
fire until he was ordered to withdraw by his Coy Comd owing to 
heavy casualties. His leadership in the difficult task of Platoon 
commander was exemplary. 
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WW1 Battlefield Tour -  May 2014 following the Queen’s 
Royal and East Surrey Regiments in 1914. 
 

Breaking News 

 
FOSIM are in the process of setting up a Battlefield Tour Break for 
next year with the proposed dates as 7 -10 May 2014. This is in 
response to several requests if we will be doing something in 
commemoration. 
 
Estimated Costs are around £380 per person. Please note that this 
itinerary/ cost will be confirmed at a later date. 
 

 
Costs in summary 
includes all travel throughout  the Tour 
3 nights’ accommodation and breakfast in selected Hotels  
One Group dinner (others at your own cost) 
Tour Manager, Guide and Speakers 
Entrance to all museums 
 
Areas to be visited 
Day 1 Travel from Surrey to Mons area, Group Dinner 
Day 2 Battle and retreat of Mons, Battle of Cateau drive to Aisne and stay 
overnight in Compiegne, Dinner under own arrangements. 
Day 3 Cross the Marne Pursuit to the Aisne, Drive to Ypres. Dinner as above 
Day 4 Battle of the Ypres and Flanders Field Museum.  Return to Calais onto 
Surrey. 
 

 
If you are interested in this event please can you complete the proforma on the 
back of this newsletter and return to Dee Hutchison at the FOSIM address by 
30th November2013.  
 
Those identified as interested will be sent fuller details and a (non refundable) 
deposit will be required of approx £50.00 ph.  Your wives and family are all 
welcome to come to this event - it’s not just for the ‘Old Boys’. 

 
I re-iterate, full costs will be known by December and will 
not exceed the £400 mark. Please note the more that go 
the cheaper it will get for everybody. 
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Lunch Club at Clandon 

 “meet old and new friends, come to a lunch at Clandon House” 

 The lunches have become extremely successful and we must thank everyone 
for supporting these events. This year we saw Ann Widdecombe arrive and 
every spare seat was taken and even had a short waiting list. Ann did us proud 
and her tales both of her Uncle Donald and events in the ‘House’ had some very 
hysterical telling as well as some of her campaign stories as well. Ann sold 
some of her books and FOSIM were given a charitable donation of around 
£70.00 from the sale of these books. T thank everyone for the help in raising 
this amount. 

In Sept we had the delight of Jonathon Riley telling us about the events in 
Sierra Leone. This is a very little known about what our solders did over there 
for the people, we left this talk very enlightened.  
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Diary Dates for Lecture Lunches 2013 
 
    
26 Nov 2013  John Lewis Stempel 
    The Life of A British Office in WW1 
   £20.00 
 
25th    March Richard Van Emden 
 
19th June  TBA 
 
 

26
th

 November TBA 
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Obituaries 
 
It is with great sadness we report on the following that have left our 
company:- 
 
Ron Harper – Ist Battn QRRs   1954 -1956 – Served in the Malayan Emergency 
as a Regimental Signaller. Ron ran the Kent Branch of the QRRs kept the 
records for those who served in the Regiment. In recent years he organised 
the reunion at the Union Jack. 
 
Maj Max Maloney BEM -  25 June 2013 1st Battn QRRS Max Joined the Army 
in 1958 as a drummer boy working his way upto Drum major and thrilling 
the crowds with this artistic flair with a Drum staff. Max was commissioned 
in 1979 and finally retired in 1989.   
 
Lawrence (Laurie) Costa 1st Battn QRRS 1955 – 1958- Served Malayan 
Emergency in 9Pl then onto Singapore and Germany 

 

Memorial at Howe Barracks 

As no doubt some people are aware Howe Barracks in Canterbury is being sold and 

negotiations are underway to remove the Queens memorial to a new location. This has  

kindly been provided by the Commanding Officer, 3 PWRR, in Leros Barracks, 

Canterbury, thus maintaining the regimental link. 

 

The Commanding Officer has given assurances that the memorial can be visited 

whenever people wish to visit and the traditional parades on Remembrance Sunday and 

Quebec Day by the Vipers can and will continue. 

 

The memorial will not be moved before June 2014 but instructions have been given that 

the move must be completed by November 2014 to allow for the Remembrance Day 

Parade. The move, however, may not be complete in time for the Quebec Day 

Reunion in September 2014. 

.  

There will be a service of re-dedication when the move is complete and 

details will be issued in due course. 

If anyone has any further questions regarding the memorial please contact Alisdair 

Goulden at queensregimentassociation@gmail.com.
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Events  2013 
 
1st Nov - Queens Royal Surrey Reunion -  Union Jack Club 
 
2nd Nov Clandon House National Trust Closes  - Museum is attended 
 
10th Nov – Armistice Sunday Holy Trinity Church Guildford Surrey 

then Royal Oak 
 

26th Nov Lecture Lunch 
 
19th December  Museum Closed for Christmas 
 
Boxing  - 12 Dec 2014 
 
1PWRR versus 2PWRR fundraising Boxing Show at York Hall East London Thurs 12 Dec 13 doors 
open 1800hrs finish at 22.00 Tickets are Free but buckets on door -   Money raised goes to 

PWRR Benevolence. 9 x bouts plus an exhibition bout. Drums display and refreshments. Contact 
Stephen.Wall383@mod.uk 
 
NB Officers and SNCO’s in Mess kit please  All others as you please. 

 
Events  2014 
 
7th Jan  - Museum is attended 
 
2nd March Clandon House Reopens with Museum 
 
19th Mar Lecture Luncheon 12.00pm 
 
7 – 10 May Battlefield Tour 
 
Provisional Dates - to be confirmed 
 
20th April – 2nd Foot and Cinque Ports Corps of Drums at Clandon House 
 
22nd June  - Queens Victorian Soldiers  encampment at Clandon House 
 
22nd June – Freedom Parade in Guildford 
 
13th July - Music on the Lawn Old Whitgiftians Corps of Drums 
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Luncheon Club    - Clandon House  
 
 

26 Nov 2013  John Lewis Stempel        No------------ 
    The Life of A British Office in WW1 
   £20.00 
 
25th  March 2014 Richard Van Emden         No------------  
 
19th June 2014 TBA 
 

26
th

 November 2014 TBA 

 

 
 Name   ------------------------------------- 
 
 Email/Address/ if not FOSIM Member 
 
     ------------------------------------ 
       
    
 Cheque amounts  enclosed for                            £-------------------- 
 
 
Please note you can send separate cheques for each dinner. They will not 
be cashed until the dinner date is due. 
 
Arrive for Lunch 12.00pm for seating at 12.30.  All lectures will be held in the 
Onslow Room. If we reach capacity we will be moved into the main 
restaurant. 
 
Guests are welcome to attend and do not have to members of FOSIM 

Please return to:-  

 

Dee Hutchison - Secretary 

Surrey Infantry Museum, Clandon Park, Guildford, Surrey, GU4 7RQ. 

Phone and fax: 01483 223419               email:  fosim@btconnect.com 
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Battlefield Tour Return     7- 10 May 2014 

 
I am interested in attending the Battlefield Tour in 2014 My 
details are:- 
 
Name    ……………………………………………. 
 
Address  ……………………………………………. 
    
   …………………………………………… 
 
Postcode  ………………………………………….. 
 
 
Number of Seats required        Regiment……………………… 
 
       Guest  ………………….... 
 
Cheque Deposit Included  Amount ……………………… 
 
 
Email Address   …………………………………………………………………………………… 
Even if you do not have an email, please can you include an address we can use 
as some details can be sent at short notice.  This email address will only be 
used in connection with the Tour and for no other reason. 

 
Please identify any specialist dietary requirements or physical 
impairment where you will require assistance 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 

Please return to:-  

 

Dee Hutchison - Secretary 

Surrey Infantry Museum, Clandon Park, Guildford, Surrey, GU4 7RQ. 

Phone and fax: 01483 223419               email:  fosim@btconnect.com 
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