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It is now a year since the first FOSIM Newsletter was published. I know that you 
would want me on your behalf thank Dee Hutchison for all her hard work that 
helps to maintain contact with you, the museum and tells you what is going on. 
 
What successful year the museum has had. Our biggest was last week when the 
Lord Lieutenant of Surrey Dame Sarah Goad presented Ian Chatfield with a  
“ Letter of Appreciation” recognising his fantastic work as our Curator and in 
addition his dedication as Secretary to 5 Queen’s Old Members Association. We 
are so fortunate to have Ian. Remember that our small museum attracts over 

26,000 visitors annually making it in the top third for visitor numbers of all army 
museums. The comments in the visitors’ book are all very flattering and 
positive. I know Ian would want me to thank all his team of volunteers. Have 
you thought of volunteering? 
 
I am pleased to report that the various re-unions continue to be well supported. 
Ian Chatfield organised a great dinner for 5 Queen’s OMA at Farnham Drill Hall 
and John Broome another great re-union for East Surreys at Whiteley Village. 
Numbers who have booked for the Queen’s Royal Surrey Re-union at Union Jack 
Club on 2rd December are same as last year. Paul Gray organised an excellent 
Officers Club lunch at In and Out with over 50 attending and Foster Herd 
continues to organise fun golf days. 
 
Dee has organised some excellent speakers for our FOSIM lunches for next year. 
If you have not come to one of these don’t be shy! This year we have had some 
really interesting talks including Colonel Toby Sewell on Nov 2012 the Italy 
campaign and John Davidson on 1 Queen’s in Malaya. 
 

Thank you for continuing to support FOSIM, encourage more to join, consider 
volunteering to help and have a very Happy Christmas and great 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surrey Infantry Museum, 
Clandon Park, Guildford, 
Surrey, GU4 7RQ. 
Phone and fax:  
01483 223419               
email:  
fosim@btconnect.com 
Opening times from 
 04 Nov 2012 

12.00 am – 17.00pm .   
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MUSEUM MANAGEMENT and TRUSTEES- David Dickins - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOSIM Membership - Dee Hutchison   
 
Last reminder for those who paid by cash or cheque last year - your 
membership renewal for June 2012 is past so please, please put pen to cheque 
and get it in. If you would like to change to standing order then please let me 
know. 
 
Membership is staying stable but we need to encourage new members outside 
of the military family and as such we have produced a Friends leaflet which 
will be available for new visitors and hopefully will increase our numbers as 
well as the vital funds which will be needed to maintain the museums future. 
 
Email:  
We are starting to use this for quick updates on the Museum and other events 
here at Clandon - so if you have an email address and have not provided it 
please do so. We do not pass your details on to anyone without prior 
permission.  
 
Membership Card 
Please remember to bring your Friends membership card with on your visits as 
this will give you the 10% discount in the Regimental Museum Shop. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Trustees met in Dover on 23rd October. Happily, thanks to Ian’s good management, our 
museum is expected to come in under budget at year end. Your FOSIM subscriptions form 
an important part of our income, and this will become even more important as MOD 
staffing support for older regiment museums reduces or ceases from 2017. So keeping 
within budget ensures that the cash reserve transferred from the Queen’s Surreys is not 
being whittled away. 
 
Big changes at RHQ PWRR – Colonel Mike Ball and his Deputy Maj Tony Martin have both 
retired and are re-placed by Wayne Harber and Giles Clapp respectively. The Regiment is 
planning to appoint one of its serving full Colonels to a special responsibility for 
maintaining the regimental heritage which will be a welcome development for us. More 
news when we know who it is to be. 
 
Tony Ward has already mentioned Ian’s Letter of Appreciation from the Lord Lieutenant. I 
just want to add my congratulations; it is a well-deserved acknowledgement of Ian’s 
importance to the Surrey Infantry Museum. 
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Queens Royal Surrey Reunion 

Tickets are available for the Queens Royal Surrey Reunion at the Union Jack Club, Waterloo for 
the 2nd November 2012. Rooms are to be booked direct with UJ Club and not through Ron or 
the Museum. Please send for your tickets with an SAE to:- Ron Harper, 90 Osborne Road, 
Willesborough, Ashford, Kent,TN24 0EQ. OR via RHQ.PWRR, Howe Barracks, Canterbury,Kent 
CT1  1JA.  

New Publications  
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The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment Update – Col Wayne Harper  
 
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment has recently been told what the future 
holds for them under the Army 2020 review.  
 
The 1st Battalion will revert to Armoured Infantry and will be assigned to the 
Reaction Force (RF) element of the Army, currently under 20 Armoured Brigade. 
A regular Army basing announcement will be made by the end of the year, so they 
will stay in Germany for the short term at least.  
The 2nd Battalion will become a Light Role Battalion assigned to the adaptable 
Force (AF) element of the Army. They will re-subordinate from London District 
doing public duties to 20 Armoured Brigade in early 2013, remaining in Woolwich 
until they move to Cyprus in the latter part of 2014. 
 It is expected that the 3rd Battalion will remain in the Light Role, but work on 
the Future Reserve 2020 is ongoing with an announcement, including basing, 
expected in Spring 2013. 

  
RHQ PWRR is moving its main headquarters to London, to sit alongside the Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers in HM The Tower of London, with a shared staff supporting 
the respective Regimental Secretaries. Canterbury will become an Area HQ with a 
small staff. The move and reorganisation will take place over the next 18 months 
and will mean a reduction in staff and, therefore, capacity. 

 

Military Author Bryn Evans has written a new 
publication on the East Surreys. This is scheduled for 
release by Pen and Sword Books Ltd  for Aug 2012. 
This is titled:- 
 
‘With the East Surreys in Tunisia, Sicily and Italy 
1942 – 45: Fighting for Every River and Mountain’  
 

A percentage of any profit from the book will be 
donated to FOSIM. On 28

th
 October Bryn was at the 

Museum in Clandon House doing a book signing, and 
many were able to have a discussion and get their 
copies signed. We do hold a few spare signed copies 
so contact the museum for yours – Christmas Present 
perhaps!! 
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Daily Life in the Museum   - Ian Chatfield - Curator 

Acquisitions - The museum has kindly been donated the 

following: 

Death penny bronze plaque for Harry Abrehart 

Medals received for Pte’s Culley, Funnell,  Greeves, W Guest, H Guest, EC Wells Whitney 
Wilsher, Capt Powell, CQMS Ingram,  Sgt Barnard, FEG Carter. This included the Military Medals 
for Funnell, Wells and Barnard for which we are very proud to have in the museum. 

 Victorian Glass finger bowls with hand etched Pascal lamb and Silver Goblet of the 2nd Vol Bn – 
circa 1875. 

Please note that paper documentation is now scanned and the original documents are passed to 
the Surrey History Centre who does the conservation for paper material. The museum does not 
have the capability or capacity to accept all the documents they are given. This also gives 
greater access to researchers when they make family enquiries. 

What have the Volunteers been upto 

The Volunteers all have different skills and they are put to the fullest of test 
within the museum and this has included:- 

Medal Catalogue 

We have just completed a two year project in researching and recording all of 
the medals in the museum collection. This included photographing them as 
individual and as group collections. The medal information is now collated and 
can be viewed on a database held within the museum. This was an important 
audit as we found medals in the collection not properly recorded, this position 
is now corrected. We welcome families checking their ancestor’s awards and 
decorations. Please note in no circumstances do we dispose of any medals 
passed/donated to the museum of our regimental family. 

War diaries 

Translation is ongoing of two very differing war diaries one from the Boer War 
and the other from the First World War. These are ordinary soldiers who were 
serving in the ranks and against the rules kept diaries. They make compelling 
reading and soon will be available to view online. 

Photographic research 

We have a photograph of all the 1st Bn Queens SNCO’s before they left on the 
BEF of WWI. This photograph lists all the names of the SNCOS and we are 
researching on the outcome of their lives. We will give an update when this 
work is completed. 
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Family Research   - Ian Chatfield - Curator 

  
 
 

Medal Rolls. These are accessible through a several websites including www.ancestry.co.uk 

and www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline :  
Tips: Start with inputting initials first in the Christian names as not full names were often listed 
as in the example below. 

 
 

 
Here you can see that this soldier served in the 15th London Regt and gained the rank of 
Sergeant (SGT or SJT as an abbreviation). As nearly all the writing in red is written by the same 
hand we can conclude that he was this rank when he went to France on 17 March 1915.  
Next to the Word ‘Star’ the number 15 has been added. This refers to the fact the Sjt Hare was 
awarded the 1915 star which matches with Date of entry into the Theatre of War in France. 
The information in the remarks column is the Part one/two orders where this information was 
sent to record offices confirming the awards. 
 
Sgt Hare made his way through the ranks to be commissioned and became an Acting Capt ( 
A/Capt). His Victory and British War medal were awarded to him as an officer as this is 
annotated in blue writing as Off/158. Capt Hare has two regimental numbers - one as a serving 
soldier the other as an officer and both numbers can be searched upon to try and find more 
information within the records. 
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As we approach the 100th Anniversday of World 

War One we are increasingly being asked details 

on family members who served during this time. 

Sometimes the information available is limited 

but we will assist in your research. We do carry 

out a full research on family members and this 

is at a cost of £15.00 per family member. 

However there is some work you can do which 

can aide both us and yourselves. 

Firstly look at the cap badge and other uniform 

adornments including any medal ribbons. This is 

Capt. Beranger of 10th Queens. He wears the 

Pascal Lamb Cap badge and collar dogs. His rank 

is defined by the pips on his sleeve etc. 

 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline
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Lunch Club at Clandon Park  - Dee Hutchison 

        

 

 

Dates for next year are 
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Looking back over the year and the 
presentations we have been given have 
been of an exceptional high standard. This 
has been borne out by the numbers 
attending which have increased. Our last 
talk was on Malaya and it was lovely to see 
some of the veterans from this campaign 
there for Lunch and catch up with one 
another. 
 
For the speakers this year thank you so 
much for supporting these events and doing 
your presentation without you the events 
would not happen. Our thanks also to the 
caterers who have provided the waiting 
service and the excellent food which theme 
followed the country the talk was about. 
The Malayan curry was absolutely excellent 
 If you have not been to lecture, make an 
effort for next year to come and see the 
museum and listen to a speaker. We have 
some exceptional talent on for next year’s 
rota. If you have a talk prepared and would 
like to present then please do let me know 
so I can put it in the schedule. Technical 
assistance and support given if requested. 
 
Please note like everything the lunch costs 
has gone up but hope you agree that for 
the price it is an excellent outing for the 
day. The proforma is attached on the last 
page so please return and book yourself in. 
There is at least one talk next year which 
will be ‘first come first served’. 

 

 

-------------------------------------- 

 

“meet old and new friends; 

come to a lunch at Clandon 

House” 

-------------------------------------- 

Diary Dates for Lecture Lunches 2013 
 
5th March          Col David Dickins       
    
8th May  The Rt Hon Ann Widdecombe  
   In Search of Uncle Donald             
   £20.00 
 
4th September Lt General Riley     
   Sierra Leone 

   £18.50 
 
   TBC 
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Obituaries 
 
It is with great sadness we report on the following that have left our 
company:- 
 
 

        

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note full obituaries are dealt with by the Regimental HQ and not through FOSIM. 
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Maj Mike Hare – QRR/Queens – 10th 
April 2012 
 
Pte Peter Knight  - 6098846 
Regimental Signaller 1/5th Queens 
Royal Regiment,  24th April 2012. 
 
Major John R Partridge - Queens 
 10th May 2012  
 
Maj Victor Ebbens  MBE - Queens,   
PWRRR 11th May 2012 

CSM Ronald Stebbings – ESR _ May 
2012 

DJ Gardener - QRR - 3rd June 

M Higgins 

Stanley Hope 

Pte Terence Gilbert. QRR – July 
2012 

Colonel William Edward ‘Mac’ 
McConnell – QRR, Queens, PWRR -
31 Oct 26  – 19 July 2012  

 

Pte ALEXANDER, L.H. 

61436821st/6th Battalion, East Surrey 
Regiment – Aug 2012 
 

Herbert David Brassett  - Queens 

Royal Regiment 6092565 -14th Army 
(Burma). 28th August 2012 
 

Major Stephen Petzing – QRR- Aug 

2012 

 
Capt Stanley Bruinvels - RAC and 
ESR September 2012 
 
Sgt Steve Mc Kenzie – 5th Queens 
 
Frank Arthur Rookes – Queens – 
 19th September 2012 
 
WO2 Robert James BARTER  
who served in the 2nd Bn East Surrey 
Regiment - 19 Sept 2012  
 
Major Joseph Ralf Bass MBE 
24th of September 2012.  
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Events 2012 
 
Charity Day  
Despite the weather this event was very successful and raised over £800.00 for 
various military charities. Our thanks go to the all those who turned up to make 
this day with brollies and umbrellas. The Army Cadets were well turnout and 
braved this deluge along with their families. Food was supplied by the Tigers 
Regimental Information Team and was greatly appreciated by all 

 

.  

 
Diary Dates 
 
2nd Nov – Queens Royal Surrey Regiment Reunion UJC 
 
8th Nov - Field of Remembrance 
 
11th Nov - Remembrance Sunday – Holy Trinity Church 10.45 for Church Service followed by 

parade. Buffer lunch in the Royal Oak – contact Ian Chatfield  
 

27th Nov – Christmas Lecture Luncheon – Clandon House  
 
21st Dec - Museum Closed  
 
2013 
 
5th March - Museum reopens – Please ring the museum number during Jan and Feb if you 
require any information. 
 
11th May 5 - OMA Queens dinner 
 

23rd June - The Annual Cathedral Service for the QRR 11.00am more details to follow 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 8       Surrey Infantry Museum 
 
 
 8       Surrey Infantry Museum 

WWII Open day at Clandon Park – Winston 

Churchill and Monty joined us for the day. They 

inspected the troops and spoke to visitors to the 

museum. Our thanks go to the  re-enactors who 

came and played their part as WWII Soldiers . We 

had live firing displays and included mortar 

shelling as well. The weather was good and WWII   

food was provided by Arthur and Daphne 

Dunipace who also demonstrated how food was 

prepared and eked out during this period of time. 
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Luncheon Club    - Clandon House  
         No of Tickets 
27th November   Rev Peter Hewlett Smith 
   Chaplain to Grenadier Guards  
 Christmas in the Trenches    
 £19.50  (3 courses)   ……………….. 
 
5

th
 March          Colonel David Dickins     ……………….. 

   £18.50 
 
8

th
 May  The Rt Hon Ann Widdecombe  

   In Search of Uncle Donald            …………………. 
   £20.00 
 
4th September Lt General Riley    ………………….. 
   Sierra Leone 
   £18.50 
 
    Name   ------------------------------------- 
 
 Email/Address/ if not FOSIM Member 
 
     ------------------------------------ 
 
Cheque amounts enclosed for   £-------------------- 
 
Please note you can send separate cheques for each dinner. They will not 
be cashed until the dinner date is due. 
 
Arrive for Lunch 12.00pm for seating at 12.30.  All lectures will be held in the 
Onslow Room. Please note Christmas dinner is seating is at 12.00pm as there 
is three courses. 
 
Guests are welcome to attend and do not have to be members of FOSIM. 
 
 

Please return to:-  

 

Dee Hutchison - Secretary 

Surrey Infantry Museum, Clandon Park, Guildford, Surrey, GU4 7RQ. 

Phone and fax: 01483 223419               email:  fosim@btconnect.com 
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